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A good place to find things on the beach
is the strandline. This is the highest point
the sea reached at high tide and is the best
place to find seashells, seaweed, jellyfish,
starfish as well as driftwood
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Most of the things you find on the beach are 		
no longer living but they can tell us about the 		
animals which are living in the sea and you can 		
pick them up, hold them and identify them.
Sadly, there is also a lot of rubbish washed up by
the sea which can be interesting but you need to be
careful if you pick things up.

SAND HOPPERS

When you pick up seaweed on the seashore you may see many tiny
creatures leaping about. These are tiny crustaceans called sand hoppers.

MUSSELS

Mussels live clinging to rocks or to the legs of a pier. They are bivalves
which means, when they are alive, two shells are hinged together and
the soft animal lives inside. Sometimes you may find the shells on the
beach still hinged together. If you find mussels still alive and attached
to rocks or the pier, it is important to leave them as there are very few
mussels nowadays.

COCKLES

Cockles are also bivalves and live buried in sand or mud. Burry Estuary
in north Gower is rich in cockles and they are gathered there by cocklepickers. If you would like to try tasting some cockles you can buy them
cooked and ready to eat in Swansea Market.

OYSTERS

Oysters are also bivalves which live on the seabed under the sea. In the
nineteenth century there were thousands of oysters living on the seabed
off Gower but so many were fished and sent away to cities like London to
be eaten that now there are very few left.

SLIPPER LIMPETS

Slipper limpets are an invasive species from America and the shells are a common sight on Swansea Bay.
They lived stacked on top of each other with females at the bottom of the stack and the males above them.
If a female dies, then a male will change into a female. Look at the underside of the shell. Can you think
why they are called slipper limpets?

KELP

When you pick up seaweed on the seashore you may see many tiny
creatures leaping about. These are tiny crustaceans called sand hoppers.

MERMAIDS PURSE

This is not really where mermaids kept their treasures! It is actually the
egg-case of a fish and was once attached to seaweed by the tendrils in
the corners.

