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WHERE ARE THE BEST PLACES
TO FIND FOSSILS?

Many of Gower’s beaches are edged with cliffs and
have rocky areas. These rocks are mainly limestone,
which means they started life at the bottom of warm
tropical seas when Gower was much further south than
it is now. This was before the dinosaurs, some 300-400
million years ago. Some of these rocks contain colourful
minerals such as Calcite.

Visit Rotherslade, Langland, Caswell, Pobbles Bay, Three
Cliffs Bay or Fall Bay. The low cliffs beyond the Coastwatch
station opposite the Worms Head at Rhossili are a good
place to find crinoids.

Some of the fossils are shells, some are corals or
sponges and others are Crinoids.

Go to Bracelet Bay and Limeslade Bay to see lovely pink
stripes of Calcite in the rocks.

GASTROPODS

See if you can find spirals in the rocks on the left hand side of Rotherslade Bay, and at the edge of the
beaches at Caswell Bay, Pobbles Bay and Three Cliffs Bay.
Many of these are fossil Gastropods (ancestors of the snails, periwinkles and whelks that we have today).
How many different colours can you find? Lots of them are whitish but some are rust-coloured, red or
yellow because there is iron in the rocks.

CORALS

There are fossil corals at Rotherslade Bay on the small rocks on the right hand side of the pebbles and in
the bigger rocks too. The large fossil coral that looks a bit like an ice cream cone is called Caninia.
You can find more corals in Three Cliffs Bay. The best ones are towards the base of the Three Cliffs.
You can find also find corals in and around the shallow caves towards Pobbles Bay.

CRINOIDS

The rocks at Fall Bay and beyond the coastguard’s lookout at Rhossili are full of fossils, mostly of one type,
Crinoids, commonly called Sea Lilies or Feather Stars. When they were alive, they were animals that looked
like flowers on long stems rooted into the sea bed. The top flowery-looking part, called the calyx, was where
the animal lived and waved its branches about to catch food floating in the water.
Most of them were very fragile and broke into pieces but some of the pieces are quite big. The round tube
like bits are called Ossicles. You might also find the coral fossil, Caninia, amongst the Crinoids.

