CHARITABLE STATUS
The Gower Society has been a registered charity (No. 258372) since 2007. It
was deemed charitable by the Charity Commission because of its work to protect
the natural environment of Gower and for the benefit of its communities.
Irrespective of being a charity, its legal status is similar to that of any
unincorporated members association. Its trustees and/or committee members
are personally liable for what it does and it cannot enter into contracts in its own
name. Legal proceedings cannot be taken by or against the Society in its own
name. Provided the trustees/committee members have acted with prudence and
without negligence, whilst they strictly remain personally liable, they have a right
of indemnity out of the Society’s assets and from its members.
The Charities Act 2011 created a different form of charity, namely, a Charitable
Incorporated Organisation (CIO). It can enter into contracts in its own right and
its trustees (they are not termed committee members) will normally have limited
or no liability for any debts of the CIO.
The trustees of a CIO do have legal responsibilities, including acting with care,
skill and responsibility and in the best interests of the charity.
Further to a decision taken at the 2014 AGM, the Society took steps to secure
incorporated status and, following approval of its proposed new constitution
(which included amendments to its charitable objects), at an EGM in 2016,
application was made to the Charity Commission. It was accepted, but the
Commission required some revision to the new objects. Following approval at a
further EGM in April 2017, the Commission duly confirmed, on 9 th May 2017, the
registration of the Society as a CIO (1172919).
The Society now has dual registration and steps are being taken for the transfer
over to the new charity and closure of the old charity.
There are seven trustees of the new charity, all of whom are the officers and
committee members of the current charity.
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